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Learning Intentions

Participants will be enabled to:

Develop a shared understanding of Digital Portfolios

Recognise how the use of Digital Portfolios is underpinned by international and 

local educational policy

Identify how the use of Digital Portfolios can support formative assessment

Review the experiences of the PDST ‘ePortfolio’ Initiative to date 
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International Perspectives: Developing Digital Competences

Information and data literacy

Communication and collaboration

Digital content creation

Safety

Problem solving

ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/digcomp-21-digital-competence-framework-citizens-eight-proficiency-levels-and-examples-use 

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/digcomp-21-digital-competence-framework-citizens-eight-proficiency-levels-and-examples-use
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Dig Comp Edu 

Source: European Framework for the Digital Competence of Educators, 2017

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/european-framework-digital-competence-educators-digcompedu
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Irish Context: Digital Strategy for Schools

“A constructivist pedagogical orientation supports 
teachers in effectively using ICT with their students, i.e. 
learners are actively involved in a process of determining 
meaning and knowledge for themselves.”

Digital Strategy for Schools 2015 - 2020

https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Policy-Reports/Digital-Strategy-for-Schools-2015-2020.pdf%20
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Vision for Integration of Digital Technologies

“Realise the potential of digital 
technologies to enhance teaching, 
learning and assessment so that 
Ireland’s young people become 

engaged thinkers, active learners, 
knowledge constructors and global 
citizens to participate fully in society 

and the economy.”

Digital Strategy 2015-2020 (P.5)

https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Policy-Reports/Digital-Strategy-for-Schools-2015-2020.pdf%20


To format the body text, 
simply highlight the 
specific line(s) of text 
and click ‘tab’ or press 
‘increase/decrease list 
level’ button. If you 
continue to click the 
‘Tab’ button and the 
text turns red you have 
tabbed too far and 
should use the 
‘decrease level’ button 
to return to compliant 
text.

Do not use the bullet 
point button to format 
your text.

Digital Strategy for Schools Action Plan - 
Indicators of Success

“All students have a digital portfolio with 
self-generated content across the entire 
curriculum and a recognised capacity in 
discerning the ethical use of digital 
technologies.” 

www.education.ie/en/Publications/Policy-Reports/Digital-Strategy-Action-Plan-2017.pdf 

https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Policy-Reports/Digital-Strategy-Action-Plan-2017.pdf
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What is the Purpose of Assessment?

Assessment is the process of generating, 
gathering, recording, using and 
reporting  evidence of learning in 
individuals, groups or systems. 
Educational assessment provides 
information about progress in learning, 
and achievement in developing skills, 
knowledge, behaviours and attitudes. 

(NCCA, 2015)
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Formative 
Assessment 
Principles

Adapted from 
William & Leahy, 
(2015) and Wylie 

et al (2008)

Learning 
Intentions & 

Success Criteria 

Effective use of 
Questioning   

Effective 
Formative  
Feedback 

Self Assessment 
and Evaluation 

Peer 
Assessment and 

Evaluation 
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What is a Portfolio?

One word

Many meanings

A portfolio - paper or electronic - is a 
collection of evidence that is gathered 
to show a person’s learning journey 
over time and to demonstrate their 
abilities.  

In that way, people compiling portfolios 
are active participants in their own 
learning.  

(EUFolio, 2015, p9)
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Who was the first famous folio keeper?
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What is your understanding of Digital Portfolios?

Defining Digital Portfolios

“...student-owned dynamic digital workspaces whereby 

students can capture their learning, their ideas, access 

their collections of work, reflect on their learning, share 

it, set goals, seek feedback and showcase their learning 

and achievements.”
              NCCA, 2013 

https://www.mentimeter.com/s/492778d9a710e29b86580b5fe874c13e/557d38e9ec54
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Comparing paper and digital portfolios

Paper Portfolios
A reproduction can be very time 
consuming
Not easily mobile
Must be physically transported
Collaboration not easy and 
certainly not simultaneous
Not easily editable

Digital Portfolios
Easily reproducible
Totally mobile
Anytime, anywhere access
Can be read, peer reviewed or marked by 
multiple viewers
Can contain multimedia - text, charts, 
images, sound, video
Easily editable
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Benefits of Digital Portfolios

Evidence of 
Learning

Maintenance Feedback

Skill 
Development Reflection

Assessment ArtefactsPortability 
and Sharing

Access
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TY Digital Portfolio Artefacts and Activities

Group work 
reflection 

Curriculum 
Vitae

Photo diary Blog

InfographicShort Film Study Schedule Essay Writing 

Vlog
Work placement 

reflection

Reflective 
writing piece

Podcast/Audio
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Three Levels of Digital Portfolio

Vestibulum congue 

Storage

WorkspaceShowcase

Digital 
Portfolio
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Phase 1: PDST Pilot Sept 2015 - June 2017

24 schools, Transition Year

Report commission by PDST
Centre for Evaluation Quality & Inspection 
in DCU

Phase 2: February 2018 - May 2019

34 schools, not confined to TY

Phase 3: February 2019 - May 2020

60 schools, greater focus on formative assessment

PDST ePortfolio Initiative
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“I’ve set up all of the students with ePortfolios, and they are a lot 
more active at completing assignments. It is also a lot easier for me 
to give feedback to students.”
“It gave them more confidence as learners, and they didn’t see 
themselves as failures. Along with that, they’ve tasted achievement 
whereas before they might never have achieved, it was just 
through an examination.”
“I think it has been great for our less confident students who are 
unsure about whether they are hitting the mark. I can drop in and 
give them feedback and support when they need it and a bit of a 
kick as well.”

Evaluation of the PDST ePortfolio initiative 

Centre for Evaluation, Quality & Inspection

http://www.dcu.ie/eqi/news/2018/Jan/Minister-for-Education-launches-EQI-Evaluation-of-PDST-ePortfolio-initiative.shtml 

http://www.dcu.ie/eqi/news/2018/Jan/Minister-for-Education-launches-EQI-Evaluation-of-PDST-ePortfolio-initiative.shtml
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Start with WHY...
Why = The Purpose
Why do you do what you do? What is 
the purpose? 

How = The Process
How do you do what you do? 

What = The Result
What do you do?  
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Why create Digital Portfolios? - Student Voice

“I didn’t understand why I was doing ePortfolios until the end of TY. To me it 

was just stress. It was only when I talked to the co-ordinator at the end that I 

saw the point of it!”

 “I thought I was doing it just to be marked on exams”

“My favourite part was planning and making a video. I felt like it was all mine 

and we had a lot of fun doing it”

“It made me realise how much work I did in the year. ‘Cause I didn’t think i did 

that much but when i was writing it up I realised I did.”
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Key Findings from Student Voice
Tell students what they are doing & WHY!

Should be part of individual subject assessment as well as overall 
Digital Portfolio credits… ALL teacher involvement

Upskill teachers in using  Digital Portfolio

Encourage regular updating and reflection on each piece/task/trip etc.

Recognising work done in TY

Record the process - the learning stuff

Creating memories

“To know thyself is a lifelong task.” Dr. Helen Barrett
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Key Message

“Reflections and relationships are at the 
heart and soul of Digital Portfolios…. not the 
technology.”

Dr. Helen Barrett
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